
PLOT: LINKS IN A CHAIN
Plot is a series of events or scenes within a book, short story, film or production 
that when placed together in a meaningful and strategic way, create an exciting 
overarching story. It is perhaps best illustrated by the shape given below.

Exposition

An “Inciting Incident” or “Hook,” in 
addition to any necessary background 
information, facts or insights the Reader 
needs to know in order to be drawn into 
the story.

Rising Action

A series of “Events” or “Scenes” in the 
story like links in a chain that create 
tension caused by the main character’s 
internal and/or external conflict and 
ultimately build into a climax.

Internal/External Conflict

The posed question or problem that 
must be solved by the main character 
throughout the course of the story.

Climax

The highest point of emotional intensity or 
suspense within the story. (That feeling of, 
“I can’t put this book down right now!”)

Falling Action

A series of events after the Climax that 
have a calming effect on Reader. These 
events tie up “loose ends” that might have 
been exposed prior to the Climax.

Resolution

The ending of the story that effectively 
gives “resolution” to all events in the story 
and “resolves” the conflict(s) that was 
introduced at the beginning of the story.


